BLAIR ON PROHIBITION.
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The avils cansed by drink are so maxifold and con-

and make so hideous & showing when
focussed In one view, that soarcely mny oo Who
mndertakes to examine them can fall to experionce a
strong desire that they wight be cleared from the
path of humanity by some herole and summary effor.
Kor Is it singular that of thow who look ot this sub-

@ & considorable number should focl that anything
tn the shapo of compromise With the drink evil is
Paltesing with the plalnest duiy { In making a * khagne
with death and covenant with hell®  The sentimeunt
which inspires the advocates of Prohibition I8 there-
fore dmerv.ng of respect wnd not v b troated Hghtly
or scofingly. It 1s In Its essence phllanthrople, ear
meat, sivgle minded pnd dlstinctly 1o the lioe of prog-
pess : and the facts mre such as to constitule in the
pands o/ eapable pleaders a tremendous Indietment
agnint dvink  Bemator Blalr, of New-Hampshire, has
poan woeved by publie spirit and consolentions Aosire
for 116 rellef and elovation of his follows te complle
a hook Wlpging togelbor & SUrONK ATTay of the argu-
moeats, theerles and siatisties employed st present in
so maay forms and with suoh activity in furtherance
of the eause of 1Mohibition.  The Benator has argued
Lo ease in his own way, reinforeing his statements
with abundant extracts from other writers, and bring-
Ing much native vigor to bear upon the subject.  His
bouk 1 It fact sn arsenal of Prohibition weapons
which mnst prove of cousiderable value to the ad-
beronts of that cause, sod ho bae added Interest to It
by Inserting a number of portralts of notable people
sonncoted with the temperance movement.

Thore are Indeed some points in his brtef which
socm of questionable servies.  The dispnte about the
physiological actlon of alcohol, for example, 18 car
tatnly not fn 8o advanced a state that It is possitle for
any ono to doal with it as ros adjudieata - In fact, the
froquent declaration of the Prohibitlonists that aleo
bol 15 nover a food, but always s polson, I8 apt to do
more hapm than good, Inasmuch ag It ls very Hhkely to
gtrili the averags mind as & wild and extravagant ex-
aggeration.  Of comse, It wonld not be 8o Insisted
on did pot the advocstes of total atstinemee fall to
ronsider that however deploratle and misehicvous
the offocis of aloobollo execess Ao, the
faot  remains  that &  grost many mars
propla usa aleoholie drinks withont abusing them
than excced.  Wers [t pot &0 devnlienncss wuuld havo
besn on the fncresse continually., anl we all kuow
Liat Lad ae the situstion s now 1t 18 very much better
than fift; yeers ago, and that It 1s steadily Improving
tn most conutries.  Senator Rlalr makes place in his
argument for his fNliterscy bill, In rather & curfous
way, for {t 18 odd that since he pooosives wo cleardy
the beasing of sducation upon temporanes he should
ol have sten the bearing of eduostlon upon prohl-
bitlun. It s at this point that he and all who hold
bhie same posiiivig leso thelr way and wander off into
Inconsd quencea. Tha Senator pdvocates Nallonal
Probibition. e would amend the Federal Constitu-
ton, and he thinks that thers fs some tallsmanie virtun
i a constitutional amendment whirh wonld give
efficleney to laws net founded upon pobille convietion

1t 18 not altogether sncouraging to find & member of
the Umited states Bonate puiiing forwend snoh views
eoncerning leglslatlon, The Prohibition remedy has now
beon tested unoer gueh varlons cond'tions that it 1s pos-
sible to draw sume trusiwurthy conclusions from the
o ulls The exporence of Malne, collated with
that of Kausas, fully justifies the bediel that o
hitsithor be eppled  sneecpspully Inooelties
anil towns, nnd can e made effective where the popu-
fution Is malnly agrieultursl  These are facts, not
gpoendations or coljoetures, and they ought to he e
eepted.  But they Wad to 6111 bLronder inferencos.
Tho reason why laws foll whan they do full 18 that
they have not the lndlspensatie support of pulille
approval  Probibition ts out of the question In cities,
Lecanse the majority of arban populations 4o not warnt
and will mot have (1, The fact may e one to ho re-
gretted, but the lawmakes s manifestly unfit for his
offlee who refusns to taks it into account,

Probibitionlsts are fond of eaying that tho fatlure
of prowibitery laws 18 no more & reason for repealing
them than the fwlure of laws against theft and mur-
der 15 for ahandoning the attempt to enforce them.
1t Is strapge that those who uso this argument do not
poreelve wheve 1t earrles them.  As & matier of faot
the Tsw ngainst murdor does not nfroquently fall for
procisely the same ressou that prohiiitory laws fall
In parts of the south even now the law agalnst mur-
der Is praotiealty a dead lstter, because s controlliug
element belloves In privete veogeance and uphulds
the practios of ft.  Not long ago tieo were soveral
places on the Rio Grands whore tho law against thoft
was squally (neflective,  There a coutroliing element
eonsistnd af horse and eatile thieves, brlgnnds and

csnnot

Ao poradoss, aud ibe shedif and Wis deputies or the
eits marshal and My slils took thele lives In thelr
Batois e thos attempiod to arvest o erlminal,  The
enrone refusal of the Probititiontsts to pereefvo that
toial abstinence cannot be enfireed by law anywhare
pntil pubdlc opinion hes been educated o the renwel-

ation of aleoholle drink, his unguestiouably hurt the
It has osuscd Its sdvoontes to

cause of tuppera
bo acoused of anreasoning fansdelsm and bliod big-
otry, and by . Tordiug ground for the charge of Im-

poacticatidlity had Lot ol repllad many lear-
plahted wmen wWho beartily abhor the drink evil, but it
hos pit w formidalis weapon Into the hands of © oo»
Inferost 0 15 to oppose Whatevor Injure
wwtens the Hguor trafllo, 2

Popular eduacation Las, however, Lhean proceeding
steadily, and the siguiticanoe of the resultsfobtalned
from many exjperiuents i temperance logiclation fe
now &p elear that pultie optnfon Is evidently beeom-
g erystadized about a definite aud rationsl roamedy.
That Probibition s bot the eleght spooitie buth reason
and experiedce sufliclontly lodicate.  The American
prople hawve pot bean rearsd in the eonvietion that the
eonsent of the govorned Is essentlal to the stabllity
and effeciive:n of government, to turn thelir
bucka e o thin eminonily sound dootrine now, Nor
are fhey Wind to the lessen of the modern spirit, that
spirit which, as reprosented alike 1o tho scleuce aud
the phllosophy of the ecntury, teaches the evolution-
ary pripciple. It 1s #een to-day that all advance, all
gain in hnowledge, all riddance of abiuses, all prugress
I civilization, mugt be the work of time and gradusl
phaogs and edocation.  The striking spread of tem-
porance doctrine, the marked hnprovement in soclal
Rabits, which have taken plaos since the beginning
of th: contmry, have owed little to leglslation | near-
Iy everything to edocatlon.  Conviction does not eome
by compulsion, bat by persossion.  Soclety has been
Wited out of the old ruts tn the matter of drinking,
sot by forbididing drmnukenncss, but by so elovating
e geperal plane of thouglt (hat dronlienness bocame
dictastoful awl shamoeful. Men, tmowover, and os-
pecially Amedcans, will not tolerate sonrclon. OUnce
souvines them that drioking s wrong aod hurtfol,
amd they will abandon ft, but tell them thst they
must abandon It whetber they belleve It 1o be wrong
or nol, aud thoy Stralghtway sot thewselves agalnst
the law, amdl bring It to paught, as they have done
Bong sineo in the eitles of Malne,

Senator Tistr and s friends ars wasting thelr
energles  In champlowng  prolbitiun, which In
wany pepolous portlons of the country I8 tm-
procticable; and they are retarding the progress of
Semperance by opposing high-Heense, which s practt
eanle.  Bouks ke this may, perhaps, do soma good in
@lrecting attention 1o the gravity of the problem ; but
fhelr wsefoiness 4 mnore than connteracted by wresting
B facts thes being topether, In support of positions
which are Inherently nnsoand ; which l=ad awny from
tawtvad of towwd reform . and which ¢an oy, when
aocepied, lead 1o great waste of political snd moral en-
orgy, while jneldoentally the Bynor traifie iiself s helped
and epcotiaged by the peeversiy and viressonablopess
of it2 profossod oppeannts,
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New Publications.

TBI MARCH CENTURY
o ’ of

They lnclude :

RUSSIAN STATE PRISONERS.
BY GFORGE KENNAN.

of unnaual interest

Further vevelatlons of life i Rusalan prisons—= The |
Departure for Siborla” deseribed by an exile; the touching |

story of the of thie C jal Fourth of July
(1879 by prisoucrs In tho House of Detentlen st 5t
FPotersburg, et

SOME PUPILS OF LIBZT.

By Albert M. Bagby, with portralis of Eugens d' Albert,
Friodhelm, Fraulein Aus der Ohe and other noted pupilat
—Aus der Uhe's ml: life—har fivst publie appearsnce &b
olght years of age, o

A STORY B\' HELEN GRAY OONE.
S lleunhu: A Hera,® & charscier aheteh.
SALISEURY CATHEDRAL.

One of Foglaad's most noted bulldiugs desorihad by
Mre, Van Revsselacr, with olevan Mustrations by Joseph
Pennell,

THE LIBBY PRISON TUNNFL.

An Mustratsd article of thriling intorest, narrating
the escape of 106 Unfou officers from Libby Prisom by
night shrough & ffty-fuot tunnel, dug with two broken
ghisela

No acenrate and eompleto meccunt of this Ingenious
and dartug undertaking, led by Colonal Rose, has bafori
been printed.  Captaln Moran, who tells the story, was
among theee who escaped

BISMARCK,

The pecullar Infinence of the German Chancollor and the

secret of his success; with two portralts
“ THE GRAYSONS."

By Fdward Egeloston. In the present Instalment of
this widely resd novel of Westorn life, Alraham Lincoln
Is tutroduced as one of the chameters.  As alresdy stated,
the sppoarance of Mr Lincoln In this story at the same
thiwe with the Lincoln Hisdby ls s pure enincldenca.

IMMIGRATION BY PASSPORT

A guestion of Increasing nationsl Lmjportancs oonsidered
by the Rev. Theodnre T. Munger.

THE CALL TO ARMS,

Toteresting chaptars of the Lineoln History, by Messra,
Nicolay and Hay, describing the fali of Sumtsr and Mr.
Lineoin's part In the sfsirs which led to I8, the cail
for 76,000 men, ate.

THE NOME RALCH.

Cowhoy 1ife In the Weat, by Theodore Toosevelt, with
nite  striking  pletures by Remlugton=* Roplug o &
1 irseCorral,” “ A Bucking Brouco,® * Crulsing for
Bluck,” eta.

FRANKLIN IN FRANCE,

His home and host, by Juhn Bigelow. With s repro-

Auction of a drawlng by Vioter Hugo, snd other fllustra

tona
TIIE DEPARTMENTS

Contaln brief papers on * The Public Bchool Problem,®
* Mind Training,” = To the Dend,® eta.  There are pneml
by O. P. Crauch, B W, Glider, snd othors, and the find
clinpters of Goorge W. Cable's novelutts, * Au Largs”

All dealers ®ell THE CENTURY; price, BG6 ocenta
Ready everywhers on o' 4 after March L

THE CENTURY CO., New-York.
* One must read THE CENTURY If nothing else”

B’ AXIMINA.

Ny DON ARMANDO PALACIO VALDES, author of
“The Marquin of Penalta.”  12mo, &1 60.

This powerful and dramatio work desoribes lfe In
Mudrid ab the time when the revolutlonary fever was
rife.  The herolne Is & bosutiful girl from the provinees,
marrlod to an aristocratio young ediior of & liberal jour
tal.  Fler charicter 18 Arawn with marvedoes fidelity,
Journatlem, politics and soolety life furnish the scenes,
whieh ar paloted with & briillant touch.  The bock
aboundd In witty and humorous eptsodes, which form all
the deeper sontrast with the more serlous and tragle |
portlons of the story. It 18 ono of the wotable novels |
of whe day.

INITIALS AND PSEUDONYMS,

Dy REV. WILLIAM CUSHING. becond Shries
Svo, cluth, §8; Half morveco, @b

The publishers ke pleasure In aunouneing the publica
tion of the supplementary volume of Mr. Willlam Cush-
ng's * Inltiule aod Peeudonyma®  The volume has been
prepared with the utmost care to fnsure sceurscy | and &
vast smount of blographical and biblographieal informs-
ton has heen Imcorporsted  The two volumes eonialn |
unquestionably the fullest and most sccurate compllation
of the sort extant  They s atmply lodispenssble w all
Hbraries and literary- workers

Alsa, uniform with the sbove, First Berles, Bvo, cloth,
85 ; bulf morooco, 87 60

THE LORD WAS THELL

By ANNA BHIPTUN. lume, 76 eenta

* Anna Shipton vccuplos & niche all her own | for while
all hor chapters eould be described s sormons, thoy are
wnlgue sermons, after the order of thuse uf Frances Ridley
Havergad,  They sre gems; and no single resding can
revesl thelr many and varied sxoellonecs.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
THE LONG EXILE . .
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